
Celebrate Freedom 

Dear Congregation: 
 
�³�:�H���K�R�O�G���W�K�H�V�H���W�U�X�W�K�V���W�R���E�H���V�H�O�I-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among 
�W�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���/�L�I�H�����/�L�E�H�U�W�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�X�U�V�X�L�W���R�I���+�D�S�S�L�Q�H�V�V���´�����7�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�D�V���³�7�K�H��
�X�Q�D�Q�L�P�R�X�V���'�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�W�H�H�Q���X�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�´���R�Q���-�X�O�\��������
1776.  It is from our Declaration of Independence. 
 
�7�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���³�/�L�E�H�U�W�\�´���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�I���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���7�K�H��
Bill of Rights [Amendments 1 �±10 of the Constitution] clearly delineates in 
�$�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���������³�&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���V�K�D�O�O���P�D�N�H���Q�R���/�D�Z���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D�Q���(�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I��
�5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����R�U���S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�U�H�H���(�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���W�K�H�U�H�R�I���´�����-�D�P�H�V���0�D�G�L�V�R�Q�����Z�K�R���K�D�V��
�E�H�H�Q���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���³�$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���´���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���)�L�U�V�W��
�$�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���L�V���³�W�K�D�W���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���H�Q��
�I�R�U�F�H���W�K�H���O�H�J�D�O���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�W���E�\���O�D�Z���´�����7�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���³�I�U�H�H���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���F�O�D�X�V�H�´����
Madison and his colleagues wanted to ensure that citizens would not be pre-
vented from practicing their religion or discriminated against for their religious 
beliefs.  The Founders wanted to guarantee freedom of religion, not freedom 
from �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���´ 
 
The earliest colonists who settled our nation had fled from European homelands 
where they were forced to support state churches.  In some cases, they suf-
fered personal injustices because they refused to abide by ecclesiastical rules. 
 
Historically, however, not all in colonial times practiced religious freedom.  Bap-
tists, such as Roger Williams (1602-1684), promoted the principle of individual 
soul liberty, eventually establishing the Rhode Island Colony, which became a 
haven for many who were exiled from their native lands for matters of con-
science.  According to Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church�����³�'�X�H���W�R��
Williams refusal to compromise and his commitment to securing liberty, the 
Rhode Island Colony was the only colony among the original thirteen to have 
�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�����������¶�V���´ 
 
�7�K�H���E�H�O�L�H�I���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���R�I���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���V�R�X�O���O�L�E�H�U�W�\���L�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D���³�%�D�S�W�L�V�W���G�L�V��
�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���´�����:�H���F�O�D�L�P���W�K�H���*�R�G-given right to preach the whole counsel of God as 
we believe it, but we also believe others have the right to hold to different beliefs 
and should not be suppressed or persecuted for it. 
 
Today we celebrate our freedom! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Lancaster 

A Note from Pastor 


