
A Note from Pastor 
Dear Congregation: 
 

The meaning of Memorial Day sobers all of us as we pause to re-
member those who fought and died to give us our freedoms.  On this 
weekend, all Americans are united in our appreciation for the suffer-
ing and death so many experienced serving our country.  The thou-
sands of white crosses standing so erect in national cemeteries si-
lently beckon all of us to come to attention and salute. 
 

And yet, even in the midst of our ceremonies of remembrances, our 
country is fighting wars on many different fronts, if you include the 
ñwar on terrorò.  When I was a boy, I heard my relatives who had 
served in WWII say they hoped their children would not have to go to 
war.  I silently hoped so too, but by the time I was in junior high 
school, Vietnam had erupted. 
 

With as many wars as weôve fought, one might grow to believe that it 
is a routine decision for our Commander in Chief to send troops into 
harmôs way.  Nothing could be farther from the truth, as every Presi-
dent has attested. 
 

President Truman (who was in office when I was born) inherited a 
world at war after the death of Franklin Roosevelt.  After taking the 
oath of office in April, 1945, he said, ñI felt the moon, the stars, and 
all the planets had fallen on me.ò  He also, had not been aware of 
the U.S. atom bomb program until he became President, and the 
agony of the decision to use it was emotionally devastating. 
 

When I was in high school and college, every night the national 
news tolled the number of American soldiers killed that day in South-
east Asia.  President  Lyndon Johnson anguished over his escala-
tion of the Vietnam Warðand he was not insulated from its effects.  
After listening to a tape recording made by his son-in-law, Captain 
Charles Robb Jr., describing his distress at watching young Ameri-
cans die in battle, he slumped over his desk in tears.  The dilemma 
of the Vietnam War, and the ñdivision in the American houseò, as he 
put it, drove him from the presidency.  I remember watching as he 
told a stunned nation over television in 1968 that ñI shall not seek, 
and I will not accept, the nomination of my party for another term as 
your President.ò He had become a casualty, of sorts, of the war.   
 

In light of these thoughts, let us commit to pray harder for wisdom 
and strength for our Commander in Chief as we also honor those 
great Americans who paid so dearly to give us our liberty. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Lancaster 
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Monday, May 31 
Church Office closed 

Wednesday, June 2 
Women of Hope Social (10:00 a.m.) 

Menôs Pre-service Prayer Meeting (7:00 p.m.) 
Student Ministries Outlet (6th - 12th gr.) (7:00 p.m.) 

Summer Kids Club (7:00 p.m.) 
Mid-Week Bible Study (7:15 p.m.) Pastor Tom speaking 

 

Thursday, June 3 
BLT Weight Loss Class (6:30 p.m.) Room 100 
Visitation (6:30 p.m.) Adult Ed Building 
Crossroads College Ministry (7:00 p.m.) Chapel 

Friday, June 4 
Veterans Fellowship to the C.W. Young Joint Reserve Center 
 
 

Blessings from May 23, 2010 
General  .................................................................................. $19,016.12 
Missions .................................................................................. $  4,539.00 
Debt Reduction Fund .............................................................. $  3,658.85 
                                                                                                 $27,213.97 
 

Library Corner 
Our church library has the complete works of Francis 
A. Schaeffer in five volumes.  All twenty-two books are 
included in these volumes.  Dr. Schaefferôs books 
have taught a generation of readers about ñthe God 
who is there.ò 

Remembering 

those who  
gave their  

lives for our  
Freedom 


